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Land of the San: +20 000 years • Nguni settlement 1300s • Zulu Kingdom: 1815 • Britain rule: 1879 • Province of South Africa: 1910 • KZN 1994 •Area: 94,361 km²
Regions: North Coast, Midlands, Ethekweni and Southern Region • Climate: Sub-tropical climate, warm, humid, and wet summers and mild, dry winters
Geology: Predominantly Karoo Supergroup •Population: 12.37 million •Distance: North to South: +-400 km to 450 km. East to West: +- 220km
Main Industries: Manufacturing (particularly petroleum, food and beverage production), agriculture, textiles, tourism, sugar •Main languages: isiZulu and English
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BOUTIQUE BIG 5 SAFARI LODGE 
CLOSE TO CAPE TOWN

Inverdoorn Private Game Reserve is located less than 2.5 hours from Cape Town, 
in the vastness of the majestic Tankwa Karoo. With dense Acacia riverbeds and 

magnificent golden mountains on the horizon, Inverdoorn offers an exceptionally 
tranquil Big 5 safari experience.

CAPE TOWN

BIG    -SAFARI 5
10 000 HECTARE PRIVATE GAME RESERVE

When in Cape Town, make sure you visit the award-winning Aquila Private 
Game Reserve & Spa, where guests have the opportunity to experience on an 

unforgettable Big 5 safari. It simply doesn’t get better than this! It’s Real Africa. Real 
close to Cape Town – offering traditional 4x4 game drives, quad bike adventures, and 

horseback safaris - just under two hours’ drive from Cape Town. 

 Adding to the experience, Aquila’s spa is a haven of tranquillity. A true masterpiece 
of luxury, it blends natural elements with serene surroundings, offering the perfect 

retreat to relax and rejuvenate after an adventurous day.

AquilaSafari Aquila Private Game Reserve and SpaAquilaSafaris

FACILITIES OFFERED 

Karoo, Premier, Family & Deluxe Cottages • Standard & Premier Lodge Rooms • Day Trip Safari  
Horse Back Safari • Quad Bike Safari • Overnight Safari Fly-In Safari • Private Safari • Indoor & Outdoor 

Restaurants • Indoor & Outdoor Pool • Lounge • Outdoor Pool Bar • Spa • Curio Shop • Eco-synergy Tour 
Conference Centre • Stargazing • Children’s Facilities & Junior Ranger Programme 

DAY TRIPS • OVERNIGHT ACCOMMODATION • SPA  
GAME DRIVES • HORSEBACK & QUAD BIKE SAFARI 

REAL AFRICA. REAL CLOSE TO CAPE TOWN
10 000 HECTARE BIG 5 CONSERVANCY 
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SOUTH AFRICA

Some interesting places in KwaZulu-Natal

Tourist regions of
KwaZulu Natal

There are hundreds of interesting places to visit in KwaZulu-
Natal covering aspects of history, culture and nature.
Here are 28 recommended sites and places that represent the
province and make it unique in the South African landscape.

50 km

Uvongo Beach
Out of all the spectacular beaches of the South Coast, Uvongo
Beach stands out.As far back as the 1930s, it became a sought-
after holiday destination with its unique setting.Very few places
offer a safe beach, fishing pier, tidal pool, cliff faces topped by
lush tropical vegetation surrounding a 27 m deep lagoon fed by
a 23 m high waterfall. Pedal boats and kayaks are available for
hire or just relax at one of the most secluded beaches in South

Africa Location: 4km north of Margate. Information: https://visitkzn-sa.com/travel/
listing/uvongo-beach/ Price: free

2

Oribi Gorge
This natural wonder is a stunning 24 km long, 400 m deep
canyon. In 1950, it became a nature reserve offering visitors
spectacular views, scenic nature drives, walking trails, birding,
picnic areas and attractions such as waterfalls, forests,
breathtaking cliffs and San rock art. In 2004, adrenaline
activities were added with an 80 m suspension bridge, 130
metres above the valley floor, followed by the highest gorge

swing in the world at 165 metres, ziplines 300 metres off the deck and abseiling/rock
climbing. Location: South Coast, 21 km inland from Port Shepstone Information:
www.visitkznsouthcoast.co.za/location/kwazulu-natal/oribi-gorge/ Price: small fee
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Durban Beach Front Promenade
As far back as 1906, an esplanade was started along the front
of Durban’s main beaches. Between the 1930s-50s, attractions
such as the iconic amphitheatre were built. The 1960s-80s saw
piers added alongside the main beaches, but the biggest
upgrade was completed in 2019 with the realisation of the
longest promenade in Sub-SaharanAfrica, stretching 8 km. This
stunning wide brick paved area is flanked by the hustle and

bustle of restaurants, entertainment hubs, shops, and cultural attractions. The Mile, as it is
affectionately known, is ideal for walking and cycling. The TimeWarp Surf Museum is near
South Beach and is dedicated to the history, culture, and community of surfing; it is worth
a visit. Location: Durban Beach Front Information: https://www.sa-venues.com/
attractionskzn/golden-mile.php Price: free

5

uShaka Marine World
Undoubtedly the flagship of Durban is uShaka Marine World,
a16-hectare marine theme park which features uShaka Sea
World (the largest aquarium in Africa), the Wet 'n Wild water
park, and uShaka Village Walk. Located on Durban’s Golden
Mile, the park offers beach, water and action activities. There
are numerous fascinating things to see – from an old shipwreck
to indoor and outdoor displays and exhibits. uShaka Marine

World is open plan so that you can enjoy the wonderful subtropical weather and watch
the passing parade at the beachfront. Location: 1 King Shaka Avenue, Durban
Information: https://www.southafrica.net/zm/en/travel/article/ushaka-marine-world-a-
world-class-aquarium-and-water-park Price: fee

4

Red Desert
Port Edward’s claim to fame is the Red Desert, the world’s
smallest desert. This desert is only 200 m in diameter and 11
hectares in its entirety. Best described as a miniature version of
the Arizona Desert, the human-high hills and valleys of naked
red soil are in stark contrast to the surrounding lush, tropical
vegetation. Archaeological artefacts going back millions of
years can be found and this is now an internationally protected

heritage site. Hit the trail on foot or mountain bike and check out the magnificent view
over the Umtamvuna Estuary from the cliff top.Location: 10 km west of Port Edward
Information: https://www.reddesertnaturereserve.co.za/ Price: small fee

3

The Nguni tribes from
Central and East Africa
established themselves in

KZN in the 1300s,
amalgamating into one

tribe in 1815 under
Shaka Zulu. Today, they

make up the largest single
population group in

Southern Africa.

One of the most well known dishes to
come out of KZN is the humble yet

tasty bunny chow.
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Some symbols of KwaZulu-Natal

KwaZulu-Natal Historical Timeline

KwaZulu-Natal boasting rights:
• Highest waterfall in the world (Tugela Falls at 983 m).
• Smallest desert in the world (The Red Desert Nature Reserve at 200 m in diameter).
• Highest mountain peak in South Africa (Mafadi at 3,450 m).
• Africa’s longest paved beachfront promenade (8 km in Durban).
• Oldest, largest ultra-marathon (Comrades Marathon, 90 km long).
• Africa’s largest Indian diaspora.
• The Sardine Run is widely considered the largest biomass migration of fish on Earth.
• Largest Mangrove swamp in Southern Africa (Mhlathuze Estuary: ~652.1 hectares).
• Africa's oldest game reserve (Hluhluwe-iMfolozi Park established in 1895).
• Largest single ethnic group and tribe in Southern Africa (Zulus, 12-15 million).
• World’s highest gorge swing (Oribi Gorge: 165 m high).

Flower
Strelitzia

Bird
Purple-crested Turaco

Animal
Black
Wildebeest

Note
It is impossible to include all of the interesting places in KwaZulu-Natal
in this guide as there is so much to see and do.All information is given
in good faith but, as places and facilities may change, the author and
publisher cannot be held responsible for any inaccuracies.

Proofreading: Shelley Woode-Smith
Citations available on request
© Richard Smith • Gateway Guides edition 1 • 2026

Sea Rescue (NSRI): 082 990 5948

Hiking Rescue: 0800 005 133

Emergency Services: 10177

Police: 10111

KZN Tourism: 031 366 7500

Durban Tourism: 031 322 4164

For more in depth information
visit www.gatewayguides.co.za
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Tree
Coastal Coral Tree

180million years ago: Basalt
lava poured out across much of
southern Africa, including parts
of KZN. Today, this eroded
formation makes up the upper
layer of the Drakensberg.

20 000 years ago:
The Sanmade KZN
their home.With the
arrival of the Nguni,
they were displaced
andmade the upper
areas in the Drakens-
berg their refuge.

1300s: The Nguni
migrated into KZN
andmade it their
permanent home.

1497:Vasco da Gama
became the first
European to catch sight
of the coastline of present
day Durban, naming it
Terra Natalis
(Christmas
Land).

1816: Shaka Zulu
consolidated power
over all the clans in
the region and
expanded his empire,
bringing them under
his clan name ‘Zulu’.
The Zulu Kingdom
was born.

1837:Dutch Voortrekkers
moved into KZN over the
Drakensberg and tried to
establish a republic after the
Battle of Blood River (1838).
After conflicts with the Zulus
and the British, the boers moved
out and established the Orange
Free State and the Transvaal.

1880- 1881: The First
Anglo-BoerWar was
fought with major battles
in Natal, resulting in a
Boer victory which
secured an independence
South African Republic
in Transvaal for the
boers.

1910: The Colony of Natal
merged with the Cape,
Transvaal, and Orange River
colonies to form the Union of
South. In 1994, Natal and
KwaZulu joined to form the new
province, KwaZulu-Natal.

Mahatma Gandhi House
One of the great leaders of the 20th century, Mahatma Gandhi
(consided the father of the Indian nation) spent his formative
years in South Africa, where he developed his philosophy of
‘satyagraha’, a form of active yet peaceful resistance. The
original Phoenix Settlement in Inanda was founded by Ghandi
in 1904, and encapsulates his vision for a community based on
self-reliance. Today, the settlement comprises Gandhi’s house,

the printing press building, Gandhi’s son, Manilal’s, house and the Phoenix Interpretation
Centre. Location: 12 Ntombi Mbiko St, Bhambayi, Inanda Information: https://visitkzn-
sa.com/travel/listing/uvongo-beach/ Price: donations
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Durban Botanic Gardens
This beautiful public garden is the oldest surviving botanic
garden inAfrica, established in 1849.The garden is just over 10
football fields in size, set in a lush, sub-tropical climate. It
features a world-renowned cycad collection, historic heritage
trees over a century old, and an extensive orchid house. The
herbarium houses thousands of carefully catalogued plant
species, mostly endemic to KZN. Above its pure visiting

pleasure, its core values are centred around biodiversity, culture, education, heritage,
horticulture, people & plants, and research. Location: 9A John Zikhali Road (formerly St
Thomas Road), Berea, Durban Information: https://www.southafrica.net/gl/en/travel/
article/durban-botanic-gardens-kwazulu-natal-south-africa-s-oldest-and-a-colourful-riot-
of-flora-from-all-over Price: donations
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Durban Natural Science Museum
The museum was founded in 1887. Its mission is to acquire and
disseminate knowledge about the earth, its history, and life on
earth, both past and present. It is one of SA’s smallest natural
science museums, but it is the busiest. It is well known for the
realistic dioramas, the life-size T-Rex model, an almost complete
dodo skeleton and the Egyptian mummy of Peten Amen.
Location: 234 Anton Lembede Street (formerly Smith Street),

Durban Central, Durban Information: https://www.dsac.gov.za/node/94 Price: free
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Victoria Street Market
With the arrival of thousand of Indian indentured workers from
1860-1911, Durban became one of the largest Indian diaspora
populations in the world. Today, this considerable population
defines Durban. Victoria Street Market, a cultural snapshot, is
the oldest market in the city and is on the site where indentured
labourers fought for the right to construct a place of trade that
now accommodates a fusion of African and Indian products. If

bargaining is your thing, it is not only fun but expected at the market! Location: 151/155
Victoria Street (also known as Bertha Mkhize Street), Durban Central, Durban
Information: https://www.southafrica.net/ke/en/travel/article/victoria-street-market-a-
unique-and-colourful-shopping-stop; https://www.victoriastreetmarket.co.za/history/
Price: free to browse and bargains to be had
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The Valley of a Thousand Hills
The Valley of a Thousand Hills perfectly describes what can be
seen. These vantage points served as ox-wagon rest stops for
early pioneers travelling from Durban to Pietermaritzburg. Thes
hills, resting on 1.1 billion year old basement rock, are the
traditional heartland of the Zulu people. It also is the gruelling
halfway mark of the famous Comrades Marathon. Visitors will
see traditional Zulu cultural villages, scenic rolling landscapes,

and historical landmarks. Key highlights include cultural dances, local wildlife parks, and
vintage steam train rides. Location: midway between Durban and Pietermaritzburg
Information: https://www.1000hillstourism.co.za/
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Ballito
Ballito was established as a private township in 1954 on a
sugarcane farm. Its unusual name was borrowed from an
advertisement for hosiery made by Ballito Hosiery Ltd. in
England. Situated on the North Coast of Durban, Ballito is a
beautiful coastal town known for the bottlenose dolphins that
frequent its waters, pristine beaches and upmarket residential
estates. It extends from Zimbali in the south to the

northern Tugela River. The town is steeped in history, and cultural diversity
and is considered one of the top tourist destinations in KZN. Surrounded
on one side by lush green vegetation and sparkly blue sea and pristine
beaches on the other, it is the perfect holiday town.

11

iSimangalisoWetland Park

Sodwana Bay
This protected marine paradise is one of the world's premier
sport diving destinations. Sodwana Bay National Park features
various popular dive sites with a great diversity of underwater
seascapes, marine flora and fauna, coral reefs, beautiful
overhangs, drop-offs and mushroom rocks. Spectacular night
dives have made this a not-to-be-missed destination for the
scuba diving enthusiast. It is also a prime location for bird
watching and hiking. Location: northeast coast within the

iSimangalisoWetland Park Information: https://www.sodwanabay.com/ Price: small fee
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The Midlands
The Midlands Meander is South Africa’s oldest destination for
arts, culture, hospitality, adventure, conservation, and unique
visitor experiences, all set within a green serene landscape
much like an English countryside with a African twist. The
Midlands is made up of five scenic routes that stretch from just
beyond Mooi River in the north, to Hilton in the south, the
Karkloof in the east, and the foothills of the Drakensberg in the

west. Location: 1 to 1.5 hours by car along the N3 highway from Durban towards
Pietermaritzburg Information: info@midlandsmeander.co.za; https://

www.midlands-info.co.za/region Price: free
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Howick Falls
KZN has the second most waterfalls in South
Africa after Limpopo Province, but it does have
the most impressive and well known in SA.One
of the easiest to access, just metres from your
parking, is Howick Falls. This fall is impressive
with its 95 m drop into a large mystical pool
below, the home of the ‘Inkanyamba’, a giant
serpent-like creature, according to Zulu tradition. Location: Howick

Information: https://www.southafrica.net/au/en/travel/article/howick-falls-
kwazulu-natal-a-spectacular-cascade Price: free

Spanning an incredible 1,328,901 ha of land and sea, the
park is also home to South Africa’s largest marine protected
area, safeguarding an astonishing wealth of life above and
below the surface. It became SA’s first World Heritage Site in
1999 in recognition of its breathtaking natural beauty and
extraordinary universal value. The 10 Jewels of iSimangaliso
invite visitors to explore distinctive destinations across wetlands,

lakes, beaches, coral reefs, forests, grasslands, and coastal dunes while supporting
sustainable tourism and environmental stewardship. Location: 234 km from Durban up
the North Coast Information: https://www.isimangaliso.com/ Price: small fee
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Nelson Mandela Capture Site
On August 5 1962, Nelson Mandela was arrested on a
quiet, unassuming road near Howick, KZN. That

moment marked the beginning of his 27-year
imprisonment. The site invites visitors to reflect
on this pivotal event. Through a powerful and
immersive experience, it honours Mandela’s
extraordinary legacy and the courage of the
countless individuals who stood beside him in the struggle for justice.
Location: Howick Information: https://thecapturesite.co.za/ Price: fee

St Lucia
St Lucia is a small coastal town found within
theiSimangaliso Wetland Park. This area of
the park is highlighted for its famous estuary
boat cruises, pristine beaches, and free-
roaming local hippos. It is considered the most
visited town in SA to see hippos. Key activities
include taking a hippo and crocodile boat safari,

visiting the beach and snorkelling reef at Cape Vidal, and going on a night
game drive. Information: https://www.mtubastluciatourism.co.za/
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Comrades Marathon Museum
There are around five museums in Pietermaritzburg. Amongst
these is KZN’s flagship museum, the cultural and natural history
museum but there is a smaller niche museum worth a visit. The
Comrades Marathon Museum is one of only three dedicated
road-running museums in the world. Visitors can explore the
history of the marathon from 1921, making it the oldest
and largest ultramarathon in the world. Location:

18 Comrades Marathon Road (formerly Connaught Road), Scottsville, Pietermaritzburg
Information: https://comrades.com/comrades-museum Price: free
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Tugela Falls
The Tugela Falls in the Drakensberg is recognised as the tallest
cascade waterfall in the world and the highest in Africa, with a
drop elevation of 983 m over five distinct free-falling falls close
enough together to define it as one waterfall. Angel Falls in
Venezuela, on the other hand, is still the undisputed highest
uninterrupted waterfall in the world with a single drop of
807 m To view the top of the falls, one will take the Sentinal

Trail up to Mont-aux-Sources fromWitsieshoek Mountain Lodge (a good day’s hike with a
40 m chain ladder); to see the bottom of the falls, walk up the Tugela River for 7 km from
Thendele Camp parking lot in the Royal Natal National Park. Price: fee

26

Sani Pass
Sani Pass is the mother of all South African mountain passes!
Statistically and in every sense, it out distances, out climbs, and
outperforms all its competitors with ease to have become the
most iconic gravel pass in SA. The pass connects KZN with the
mountain kingdom of Lesotho, famous for its dramatic
switchbacks, high-altitude views, and requirement for strict 4x4
vehicles because of the steep terrain and safety risks.

Information: https://www.mountainpassessouthafrica.co.za/find-a-pass/kwazulu-
natal/410-sani-pass.html Price: free but there is a tourist levy at the Lesotho border post
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Battle of Isandlwana/Rorkes Drift
The Battles of Isandlwana and Rorke's Drift were two major,
back-to-back engagements in 1879 between the Zulu Kingdom
and the British Empire.While Isandlwana was the worst defeat
inflicted by an indigenous army on the British with 1300 deaths,
the defence of Rorke's Drift hours later tells a story of absolute
survival when a small British garrison successfully defended
a supply depot. Location: uMzinyathi District Information:

https://www.strayalongtheway.com/story/battlefields-isandlwana-rorkes-drift/ Price:
self-guided tours – small fee; guided tours – fee
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uKhahlamba-Drakensberg
This mountain, a world heritage site, must be one of the most
spectacular escarpment mountain ranges in the world,
spanning 1600 km with 200 km of the most dramatic section
within KZN, with an average height of 3000 m. It is known as
the ‘Barrier of Spears’ to the Zulu and ‘Dragons Mountain’ to
the settlers. These are the remnants of a massive outpouring of
lava during the break up of the super continent, Pangea, 200

million years ago. Today, it is home to wildlife such as the worlds’ largest antelope, the
endangered bearded vulture, with a wingspan of 2.8 m; it is rich in flora and has the
biggest collections of San rock art in the world at 40,000 images. Information: https://
visitkzn-sa.com/travel/regions/drakensberg/ Price: small fee
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San paintings at Giant’s Castle
There are 40,000 San rock paintings in the Drakensberg with
the Main Caves at Giant’s Castle being one of the easiest to
access. This cave is one of the biggest and best preserved
painted sites in Southern Africa. The cave is an easy 30 minute
walk from the camp office and regular guided tours are taken
through this unique exhibition from 09h00 to 15h00 daily
Location: Giant's Castle Game Reserve Information:

https://www.giants-castle.co.za/bushman-rock-art.html Price: small fee. Tickets and
bookings at the main camp reception

28

Tembe Elephant Park
The park offers intimate encounters with some of the largest
elephants in Africa, as well as the opportunity to view the rest
of the Big Five.The 300km2 reserve is the ancestral home of the
Tembe tribe who own and co-manage both the park and the
Tembe Elephant Lodge. Apart from its giant ‘big tusker’
elephants, visitors can see the rare sand forest. Enjoy a game
drive with the expert guides, a relaxing spa treatment in the

serenity of the bush, camp out in the hide or experience the unique beautiful elephant
coast. Location: northeastern region of Maputaland near the Mozambique border.
Information: https://tembe.co.za/ Price: fee
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The KZN section of the Drakensberg Mountain Range extends for over 200 km with an average height of 3000 m. (Rhino Peak)

It was at the Imfolozi
Game Reserve that the
Southern White Rhino

was saved from
extinction.

Battle of Blood River, one of numerous battlefields to explore.

Durban, the surf capital of
South Africa

uMhlanga Beach with its iconic 1954 lighthouse. Oribi Gorge

Hluhluwe–iMfolozi Park
The 90 000 ha Hluhluwe-iMfolozi Game Reserve, founded in
1895, holds the accolade of being the oldest proclaimed
reserve in Africa. It is a Big 5 game park with particular
emphasis on the conservation of the endangered white rhino.
The reserve has the largest population of white rhinos in the
world and was instrumental in bringing it back from
extinction. Prime game viewing takes place at hides

overlooking pans and waterholes.There are various self-catering units, tented camps and
bush lodges. Location: Zululand, north-eastern KZN, 2.5 hours from Durban
Information: www.hluhluwegamereserve.com/ Price: fee
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Sardine Run
The Greatest Shoal on Earth, as it has
been named, sees thousands of
visitors’ flock to the KZN South Coast
during winter to witness the annual

migration of millions of sardines.
Hundreds of thousands of
dolphins, sharks, whales and
seabirds follow the impressive body of sardines as they
move along the coast. The progress of the Sardine Run is
also closely monitored by anglers, who flock to the
beaches and rocks to participate in excellent
game-fishing. The Sardine Run is the largest

bio-mass migration on the planet and is a breath-
taking event to witness. Information:

www.visitkznsouthcoast.co.za/the-sardine-run/;
https://shark.co.za/sardine-run/
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DumaZulu Cultural Village
For visitors who are interested in culture, there are a
number of focused centres in KZN which will give
you a good understanding of the Zulu people.
DumaZulu is the largest in SA. Here you will
experience many aspects of Zulu life from
architecture, everyday life, traditions, food,
heritage, spititual beliefs and their famous

dances. Cultural shows are performed daily, followed by a traditionally
cooked Zulu lunch. Location: Hluhluwe Information: https://
www.dumazulu.co.za/ Bookings: 071 807 6187 Price: fee
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Battle of Blood River
The largest battle was fought between the Zulus and the
Voortrekkers in 1838, on the banks of the Ncome River, when
470Voortrekkers fought against 20 000 Zulu impis.The heritage
site is unique because there are two interpretive centres. Visitors
can stand in the middle of the Blood River Monument and
Museum complex, surrounded by 64 exact-replica bronze
Voortrekker wagons. The Ncome Museum has Zulu war horn

formation displays and a reed garden. Hear accounts of the battle at both sites, and how
they differ in their interpretation to get a balanced view of this part of SA history. Location:
80km from Dundee Information: www.southafrica.net/gl/en/travel/article/the-two-
sides-of-a-famous-zulu-boer-encounter-blood-river-heritage-site Price: small fee

1879: The Zulus were finally
defeated at the Battle of
Ulundi after their famous
battle where they defeated
the British at Isandlwana.

1893:Mahatma Gandhi
arrived in Durban as a
young lawyer. His
contribution to the racial
struggle in SA
helped shape its
politics. He
left for India
in 1914.


