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Once the land of the San and the Khoi going back 20 000 years • Part of the Cape Colony est. 1806 • Part of the old Cape Province est. 1910 • Western Cape Province of
today est.1994 •Area: 129,462 km² • Regions: Cape Metropole, West Coast, Cape Winelands, Overberg, Garden Route, Central Karoo • Climate: Mediterranean,
cold, rainy winters and hot, dry summers • Geology: Cape Fold Belt •Population: 7,627,688 •Distance: North to South: +-400 km, East to West:+- 500 km
Main Industries: Finance, business, manufacturing, tourism, farming, tech and the movie industry •Main languages: Afrikaans, English and isiXhosa

The Western CapeFREE
EDITION 3

Please support our advertisers who make this free guide possible.

To advertise, contact Richard Smith: 0823 260 2985 • richard@gatewayguides.co.za

www.gatewayguides.co.za
Cover: Inverdoorn Private Game Reserve

SOUTH AFRICA

Some of the highlights of the Western Cape

Cederberg Wilderness Area
This mountain range is one of the premier destinations for outdoor
enthusiasts with a surreal landscape of sculpted rock formations,
cave paintings and one of the few places for wild camping.

Paternoster
One of the best examples of aWest Coast fishing village with wide
open spaces, awe-inspiring views and big skies.This small village caters
to the tourist market with some of the finest restaurants around.

Tulbagh
Known for its well-preserved Cape Dutch architecture, Tulbagh
is the 4th oldest town in the country and boasts the largest
concentration of national monuments on a single street in South
Africa. Beyond its historical charm, it offers a thriving wine and
agricultural scene, with vineyards producing award-winning wines.

Table Mountain (SANParks)
One of the Seven Wonders of the World, this mountain is one of the
most recognised mountains and a UNESCO world heritage site.
This is a must for any traveller’s bucket list.
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Cape Point (SANParks)
The most south western tip of Africa was described, in1580, by Sir
Francis Drake as the fairest Cape that he had seen in his entire jour-
ney around the world. Today, it is a national park.

Boulders Penguin Colony (SANParks)
This is the best place in the world to see, walk or swim with African
penguins in the wild, all within the secluded Boulders Beach area,
recently ranked the second most beautiful beach in the world.

Kirstenbosch National Botanical Garden
This is the flagship botanical garden of South Africa. It is ranked as
one of the top gardens in the world and the best in Africa. It is
unique as it displays only indigenous plant life.

Cape Winelands
It will be hard to find another wine-growing region in the world
that matches the Cape Winelands in its beautiful setting tucked up
against the mountains and its picturesque Cape Dutch architecture.
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Clarence Drive
This lesser-known drive rivals the famous Chapman’s Peak for pure
splendour and exhilaration. The pass runs along the coastal cliffs of
the western side of False Bay for 22 km.

Hermanus
One of the most stunning coastal towns in theWestern Cape, offering
visitors the best land-based whale watching in the country. This town
is big enough to offer urban luxury with breathtaking nature all around it.
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Cape Agulhas
This is the southernmost tip of Africa. Looking out to sea,Antarctica is
just 4000 km away. Close by, one can visit the Agulhas National Park,
the recognisableAgulhas lighthouse and the fishing town of Struisbaai.

Swellendam
This country town is the third oldest town in South Africa and is
worth a visit for its beauty, historical buildings, museums and
mountains. It also has the Bontebok National Park on its doorstep.

50 km

www. casailanga.co.za
+27 (0)67 382 1603 • info@casailanga.co.za
7 Weavers Way, Parel Vallei, Somerset West

Casa iLanga offers elegant accommoda�onwith
furniture cra�ed by local ar�sts - a genuine retreat in a
serene environment, close toWinelands and the beach.

“House of Sun”

+27 (0) 21 430 7260   •   www.inverdoorn.com   •    info@inverdoorn.com

BOUTIQUE BIG 5 SAFARI LODGE 
CLOSE TO CAPE TOWN

Inverdoorn Private Game Reserve is located less than 2.5 hours from Cape Town, 
in the vastness of the majestic Tankwa Karoo. With dense Acacia riverbeds and 

magnificent golden mountains on the horizon, Inverdoorn offers an exceptionally 
tranquil Big 5 safari experience.

CAPE TOWN

BIG    -SAFARI 5
10 000 HECTARE PRIVATE GAME RESERVE
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When in Cape Town, make sure you visit the award-winning Aquila Private 
Game Reserve & Spa, where guests have the opportunity to experience on an 

unforgettable Big 5 safari. It simply doesn’t get better than this! It’s Real Africa. Real 
close to Cape Town – offering traditional 4x4 game drives, quad bike adventures, and 

horseback safaris - just under two hours’ drive from Cape Town. 

 Adding to the experience, Aquila’s spa is a haven of tranquillity. A true masterpiece 
of luxury, it blends natural elements with serene surroundings, offering the perfect 

retreat to relax and rejuvenate after an adventurous day.

AquilaSafari Aquila Private Game Reserve and SpaAquilaSafaris

FACILITIES OFFERED 

Karoo, Premier, Family & Deluxe Cottages • Standard & Premier Lodge Rooms • Day Trip Safari  
Horse Back Safari • Quad Bike Safari • Overnight Safari Fly-In Safari • Private Safari • Indoor & Outdoor 

Restaurants • Indoor & Outdoor Pool • Lounge • Outdoor Pool Bar • Spa • Curio Shop • Eco-synergy Tour 
Conference Centre • Stargazing • Children’s Facilities & Junior Ranger Programme 

DAY TRIPS • OVERNIGHT ACCOMMODATION • SPA  
GAME DRIVES • HORSEBACK & QUAD BIKE SAFARI 

REAL AFRICA. REAL CLOSE TO CAPE TOWN
10 000 HECTARE BIG 5 CONSERVANCY 

•
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N
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CapeNature

CapeNature

SANParks
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3
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45 MINS FROM CAPE TOWN • 3 MINS OFF THE N1 
WINE TASTING • BRANDY EXPERIENCE • DELI

MONDAY - SUNDAY FROM 11h00

home of  
the world’s 1st
WHITE  
PINOTAGE

2

Ceres
Zipslide

Adventures
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Whether you are visiting the beautiful Klawer valley or passing
through to Namibia, the charming Vine Klawer Guest House

will be the place for you.

Chrisna 079 799 0707 • 2 Berg Street, Klawer
bookings@theklawervine.co.za • www.thevineklawer.co.za
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WEST
COAST

CITY OF
CAPE
TOWN

OVERBERG

GARDEN ROUTE

CENTRAL KAROO

CAPE
WINELANDS

N

Nurturing respect for the African Nile Crocodile
and other reptiles

Guided croc pond tours
Crocodile cage diving

Snake centre
Interactive snake shows
Catch and release fishing

Self-catering waterside stays
Restaurant, picnics

Tel: 27 21 863 1142 • Babylonstoren Rd, R45, Simondium • info@lebonheuradventures.co.za

www.lebonheuradventures.co.za

RussellTrips with

082 925 4705 www.ghx.co.za

Shuttle service & day trips
Reasonable rates

Airport shuttle & Cape Town Metro 
Trips: Cape Point, winelands, 
country & coastal escapes, picnics, 
sunset drinks, food adventures, 

museums & markets, theatres, co�ee roasters, distilleries, 
    craft beers and more.

Stephen Müller invites you to join him on a private personal fun guided
tour around Oudtshoorn and surrounding areas

Cell +27 (0)82 491 5301 | stephenmuller09@gmail.com
291 Buitekant Street, Oudtshoorn, South Africa

Cango Caves • CangoWildlife Ranch • Ostrich Farms • Swartberg Pass •Wine Farms
Game Drives • Bicycles Tours • Historical Walks • Stargazing • Birding • Mountain Hikes
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Stilbaai
This village is one of the finest examples of a holiday getaway in the
Cape, far from everything, with beautiful beaches, rivers and coastal
walks.Also of interest are the ancient fish traps left behind by the Khoi.

Mossel Bay
It is here that the first European set foot on SouthAfrican soil in 1488.
Since then, it has become a centre for the region offering visitors many
attractions such as the point, lighthouse and a great museum.

Wilderness
This area, with its lush forested vegetation and waterways, is also
known as the lake district of the south. This is a dream holiday
destination with endless beaches and plenty of outdoor activities.

Knysna
This is the major town in the region sitting on a stunning lagoon.
Water activities, forest walks, cultural attractions and beaches close
by make this one of the main attractions on the Garden Route.
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Noetzie
A secluded beach just east of Knysna has become one of the high-
lights in this area. The drawcard is the castles built around the
beach which sit perfectly within the coastal forest.

Garden of Eden (The Big Tree)
More then 300 years ago, the Garden Route was full of majestic 700
year old trees. Today, there are pockets left of the original forest. This is
the place to visit this ancient forest.

Plettenberg Bay
Described as the Saint Tropez of the south, this is where the rich
and famous have their holidays. The town has everything from miles
of stunning beaches, boating, outdoor activities and shopping.

Robberg Nature Reserve
Just west of Plettenberg Bay is a pronounced peninsula that is a
geological marvel, a site of the first modern humans and, in 2023,
voted as one of the top 35 best day hikes in the world.
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Nature’s Valley
Nature at its best! This holiday village, surrounded by a national park,
offers seclusion, ancient forests, beaches and memorable landmarks.
This is the closest you will get to the unspoilt Tsitsikamma.

Bloukrans Bridge
Made famous by the tallest commercial bungee jump in the world
at 216 m, the bridge itself is worth a visit as it is the longest bridge
in Africa and still one of the highest in the world.

Storm’s River Mouth
A wild and adventurous place with deep gorges which you can canoe
up or tube down and coastal walks to waterfalls virtually falling into
the sea. The suspension bridges over Storm’s River are a highlight.

Oudtshoorn
This town in the little Karoo is the world capital of the ostrich farming in-
dustry. Boasting fine architecture from a bygone era, it is the central hub
in the area to visit the Cango Caves, ostrich farms and other attractions.
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Cango Caves
This 20 million year old limestone cave system is the
biggest show cave in Africa and one of the Seven
Wonders of Southern Africa. 1 km of the 5 km cave
system is open to the public.

Swartberg Pass
The Western Cape has many fine passes but this pass is
arguably the most spectacular. This is Thomas Bain’s best
piece at 23.8 km long on a gravel road right through the
mighty Swartberg fold mountains.
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Montagu
One of the best examples of a Klein Karoo town with
many historical buildings. Its highlights are the hot
springs, Cogmanskloof Pass and it is a world renowned
rock climbing destination.

Aquila Safari Park
This is a premier Big Five game park, located just 2 hours
from Cape Town. Besides game viewing,Aquila offers top
luxury for both day visitors and overnight guests.

Provincial Symbols of the Western Cape

Flower
Red Disa

Bird
Cape Sugarbird

Tree
Silver Tree

Animal
Bontebok

Note
It is impossible to include all of the interesting places in theWestern Cape
in this guide as there is so much to see and do.All information is given
in good faith but, as places and facilities may change, the author and
publisher cannot be held responsible for any inaccuracies.

Proofreading: Shelley Woode-Smith
Citations available on request
© Richard Smith • Gateway Guides edition 3 • 2026

Sea Rescue (NSRI): 082 990 6753

Hiking Rescue: 021 937 0300

Emergency Services: 10177

Police: 10111

For more in depth information
on each region, go to
www.gatewayguides.co.za
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Die Ou Tronk | The Old Jail
Murant Street, Riversdale, Garden Route
+27 (0)28 713 4300
Louise.malherbe@outlook.com

Die OuTr�k
MARKET & COFFEE SHOP

In the quaint picturesque town of Riversdale, you will find The Old Jail. Built in
1838, it has been lovingly reinvented by the Malherbe family. Today, you can
enjoy delicious carrot cake, as well as light meals and browse the extensive
range of antiques, gifts and plants in the old jail cells. It is also home to a

replica of the gallows which were used only once in the history of Riversdale.
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WHITE SHARK DIVING COMPANY
+27 82 559 6858 • www.sharkcagediving.co.za
9 Kus Drive, Kleinbaai, Overberg • Shuttle from Cape Town

Est 1998

The Ultimate
Shark Cage Diving

Experience
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YOUR WHALE ADVENTURE 
STARTS HERE

info@whaleexpedit ion.co.za www.whaleexpedit ion.co.za
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15 minutes from Cape Point
End of Tercentenary Way, Glencairn Quarry
021 782 0107 • 021 300 1179
      064 286 0173   •   www.fbfta.co.za

Bookings preferred,
walk-ins welcome

Come and join us
for a day filled
with shooting fun!

• All activities are undertaken under
strict qualified supervision

• Fun for the whole family

• Shoot firearms you never
thought you could

• Now is your chance to fire
an AK 47, S&W, Magnum,
shotgun, 303, 50 Cal and many
more rifles and handguns

• Take a package deal!

• Paintball for under 11 year olds
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